ACE CITY     1   v    2    BLACKSMITHS
Scorer 58’                     Doig           80’

                                      McCulloch 87’
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Blacksmiths remain unbeaten in the league, after overcoming Ace City in a very close encounter.  
  It was blacksmiths who started quickest and should have been 1 up after 1 minute.  McCulloch broke the offside trap and was through on goal, but his weak effort was easily saved by the keeper.  City quickly hit back with a warning, their striker firing inches wide.  This would set the manner for the match both teams creating plenty of chances but failing to convert them.  It was end to end as both sides tried to break the deadlock.  Blacksmiths came the closest 5 minutes from half time.  Martin whipped a corner in from the right, McCulloch rose above the defence and met the ball with a powerful header, the ball was goal bound but was blocked on the line from a city defenders hand, the referee adjudged the ball to have struck the defenders chest and waved play on.  Both sides went into the break feeling they should be in front.
  The 2nd half started at a slower pace from the first, the teams battling in midfield for possession.  On 58 minutes City broke the deadlock, the ball broke to a City attacker on the right.  He made a driving run, skipped past Macrae and blasted an unstoppable shot from the corner of the 18 yard box, into the top corner.  Blacksmiths responded well and had the bulk of possession.  The created chance after chance but just couldn’t find the net.  On 80 minutes Doig was thrown up front to add some steel to the attack.  It paid instant dividends, as Doig picked the ball up on the left beat off 3 defenders and fired into the net.  City let their heads go down and Blacksmiths were hungry for the winner.  Doig made another powerful run into the box, this time squaring across goal for McCulloch to smash home the winner 3 minutes from time.  
  It was a gritty, fighting performance from Blacksmiths and because of their never say die attitude, they got their deserved reward.  Once again the defence was outstanding.  It’s clear to see why Blacksmiths have only conceded 1 goal in the league this season.  Cooper, Walker and Martin bossed the midfield.  The man of the match goes to Doig for an outstanding display.  He played 3 positions during the game and won the match with his power, pace and determination.  Ace City will be out for revenge when the teams meet again next week in the Division 3 cup.
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